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SUBJECT: STARTLING NEW ELECTORAL LAWS 
REF: (A) CAIRO 3940, (B) 75 CAIRO 11294 

1 . PEOPLES ASSEMBLY MET JULY 12 IN WHAT PRESS DESCRIBES AS STORMY 
THREE-HOUR SESSION. TWO SIGNIFICANT DRAFT BILLS WERE PASSED, BOTH 
OF WHICH BEAR ON UPCOMING OCTOBER ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. 

2. FIRST, "LAW ON POLITICAL RIGHTS” WAS AMENDED TO "EXEMPT" ARMED 
FORCES AND POLICE FROM VOTING, "SO THEY MAY UNDERTAKE THEIR BASIC 
TASKS (UNIMPEDED)." SECOND, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT FOR PURPOSES OF 
ASU STATUTE REQUIRING THAT 50 PERCENT OF ASSEMBLY MEMBERS BE 
WORKERS AND PEASANTS, DEFINITION OF WORKERS WOULD BE OFFICIALLY 
EXPANDED TO INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE BOARDS OF COMPANIES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

3. COMMENT: THESE ARE STARTLING INNOVATIONS. THE PERMISSION FOR 
SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS TO RUN AS WORKERS HAD FIRST BEEN SUGGESTED IN 
JUNE 1975 BY SADAT, WHO IS CHAIRMAN OF ASU, BUT UNTIL NOW HAD NOT 
BEEN MADE SUBJECT OF A LAW. OBJECT OBVIOUSLY IS TO INCREASE MIDDLE 
AND UPPER CLASS MEMBERSHIP IN ASSEMBLY AND WILL NO DOUBT BE ATTACKED 
AS CONTARY TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE 1952 REVOLUTION. 
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4. GOE DETERMINATION TO KEEP THE ARMY OUT OF POLITICS 
HAS BEEN HIGHLIGHTED NOT ONLY IN SADAT'S SPEECHES IN 
MARCH (REF A), BUT ALSO IN GAMASY'S SPEEDY ANNOUNCEMENT 
LAST NOVEMBER (REF B) THAT ENLISTED MEN WHO HAD JOINED AN ASU 
MINBAR WOULD BE COURT- MARTI ALLED . (LAWS OF 1959 PROHIBIT 
ARMED FORCES FROM "DEALING IN POLITICS.") NEVERTHELESS, 

TO REMOVE THE FRANCHISE FROM THE ARMY AND THE POLICE 
IS A MAJOR DECISION FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE, ESPECIALLY 
WITH ELECTIONS DUE IN THREE MONTHS, AND WE BELIEVE IT IS LIKELY TO 
CAUSE CONSIDERABLE DISCONTENT AMONGST THE SUDDENLY DISENFRANCHISED. 

5. WE HAVE NOT YET HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THESE NEW LAWS WITH 
GOE OR PEOPLES ASSEMBLY OFFICIALS, BUT WTLI.SO DO AT THE EARLIEST 
OPPORTUNITY. WE DO KNOW THAT LEFTIST ELEMENTS STRONGLY OPPOSED 
BOTH NEW LAWS, AND WE EXPECT THAT THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD AND 
THEIR ILK MAY BE DISTRESSED AT THE DISENFRANCHISING OF 

ARMED FORCES AND POLICE. THE BROTHERHOOD S MAGAZINE THIS 
WEEK RECALLS HOW IN ITS HEYDAY THE IKHWAN SOUGHT TO INFILTRATE 
AND USE THE POLICE AGAINST THE REGIME, ANDIT IS WELL KNOWN THAT 
THE IKHWAN CONSTANTLY SOUGHT TO PENETRATE THE ARMY. 
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